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COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING REPORT (CHR)
Parx R14

September 19, 2026 | 9f Dirt | Pennsylvania Derby-G1

SECTION 1: PACE ANALYSIS

True Front Runners

The model identifies three legitimate speed horses capable of controlling the early pace. Further Ado (Post
7) has demonstrated elite early positioning in recent graded stakes efforts — led gate-to-wire on 6/7 at Tam
(8.5f, STK) and stalked aggressively early in his 4/4 win at Kee (9f, STK). Igniter (Post 4) broke sharply and
seized the lead in his 8/9 MSW win at ElP, posting a :23.60 opening quarter. Our Moneyman (Post 3) owns
multiple second-call finishes in stakes company and has shown the tactical flexibility to press early when
favored.

Stalkers / Pressers

Iron Honor (Post 2) exhibits a consistent 2–4 path profile, tracking leaders and positioning for mid-race
rallies. His 2/28 win at Aqu saw him bump traffic at the start but recover to inched clear from second.
Sassmaster (Post 9) stalked and rallied in his 8/1 ALW win at Sar, finding room on the turn and driving
home in the stretch. Ponder and Dream (Post 11) has shown a clear preference for tracking pace early,
most notably in his 5/12 ALW win at Prx where he "cleared all way driving" from a prominent stalking
position.

Closers

Zihnal (Post 1) has demonstrated the elite late pace profile most fitting for 9f Derby terrain. His 8/9 STK win
at Mnr saw him "draw out plenty left" as a closer, winning decisively with a :31.58 closing quarter. Talk to
Me Jimmy (Post 5) unleashed a powerful closing kick in his 7/13 win at FL (8.5f), noted as "drifted out late"
with a :27.34 closing mile segment. Micanopy (Post 10) wore down the pacesetter in his 8/18 STK win at
Prx on a good track, demonstrating a route horse's ability to grind down front-runners.

Pace Scenario Projection

MODEL PREDICTS: MODERATE early pace with Further Ado likely to establish an unchallenged lead
(projected :23² opening quarter, :46■  half-mile). Igniter and Our Moneyman will press from second-tier
positions, creating natural pressure but preventing the suicidal early-pace duel that would destroy speed.
This scenario moderately favors stalkers and mid-pack closers over pure wire-to-wire threats — the pace will
be contested enough to rate pace-on-pace runners, yet controlled enough to leave sufficient energy for
closing rallies in the final furlong.

SECTION 2: WIN PROBABILITY MATRIX
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Post Horse ML Odds Model Win % Implied ML % Edge

1 Zihnal 8-1 19% 11.1% +7.9%

2 Iron Honor 5-1 15% 16.7% -1.7%

3
Our
Moneyman

8-1 14% 11.1% +2.9%

4 Igniter 8-1 13% 11.1% +1.9%

5
Talk to Me
Jimmy

12-1 8% 7.7% +0.3%

6 The Puma 4-1 12% 20.0% -8.0%

7 Further Ado 2-1 10% 33.3% -23.3%

8
Freedom's
Echo

20-1 2% 4.8% -2.8%

9 Sassmaster 10-1 5% 9.1% -4.1%

10 Micanopy 15-1 1% 6.3% -5.3%

11
Ponder and
Dream

20-1 1% 4.8% -3.8%

TOTAL: 100%

SECTION 3: CONTENDER ANALYSIS

TIER 1 — PRIMARY CONTENDERS (★★★★ )

Zihnal (Post 1)

PTW Profile: Elite closing horse with proven graded stakes credentials and a natural affinity for routing.
Strong recent form includes a dominant 8/9 STK win at Mnr (9f) where he drew clear in the stretch, posting
an elite :31.58 closing quarter. The model rates this colt as the field's strongest finishing threat with
consistent velocity maintenance across multiple distances.

Strengths:

• Elite late pace profile — :31.58 closing quarter at 9f indicates exceptional closing kick
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• Won 2 of 5 career starts; both victories came at 8.5f and 9f distances

• Trainer Jonathan Thomas: 26% win rate in 31-60 day window, 23% route win rate (2.03 ROI)

• Consistently in top-three finishes in graded stakes; 2nd in 7/11 STK at Ind (8.5f)

Concerns:

• Limited graded stakes wins — only one graded victory in his record; stepping up materially in class

• Beaten lengths at finish suggest occasional stretch traffic management issues (4.00 lengths back in 8/9
race)

• Velazquez jockey has no PRX meet record (0 wins) — unfamiliar with track

Trip Projection: Zihnal will settle mid-pack 6–8 lengths off the pace through the opening half-mile,
conserving energy. As Further Ado and Igniter duel at a moderate tempo approaching the far turn, Zihnal will
find racing room on the turn, accelerate powerfully down the stretch, and deploy his closing kick in the final
furlong to catch tiring pace horses.

Further Ado (Post 7)

PTW Profile: Explosive early-speed talent with elite graded stakes credentials and a pattern of wire-to-wire
domination. Won his last three starts decisively, including a :97 class rating win at Kee (9f, STK) where he
"flop lds, rddn out" with rare 20-length margin. The model projects him as a serious pace-dictating threat,
though his heavy reliance on an unchallenged lead presents tactical vulnerability.

Strengths:

• Extraordinary recent form: 4 wins in last 5 starts across graded/stakes company

• Brad Cox trainer: 27% route win rate, 22% graded stakes win rate (1.85 ROI) — elite class edge

• Opening quarter speed elite — :23.00 (3/7 Tam), :23.20 (11/29), :22.80 (10/10 Kee)

• Decisive 4-length win at 9f (Kee, 4/4) in graded stakes company

Concerns:

• Massive class hike into G1 Derby — last 5 starts only include one graded stakes (at lower tier)

• Depends entirely on an unchallenged lead — if pressed early, vulnerability emerges

• No race history vs. this caliber of competition; track record at Parx unclear

• Prat jockey: strong win % (50% in 4 PRX starts) but minimal sample size

Trip Projection: Further Ado will break alertly and establish a dominant lead by the opening quarter,
controlling the pace with a :23 opening quarter and :46■  half-mile. Igniter and Our Moneyman will press
from second-tier positions, but the model projects them unable to seriously threaten. Further Ado will lead
into the far turn, but the model's deceleration analysis reveals VULNERABLE speed ratings — the
pace-on-pace battle will extract a toll, and his closing effort will falter badly.

Iron Honor (Post 2)
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PTW Profile: Versatile, durable route runner with proven graded stakes experience and consistent
high-level form. Won 2 of 5 career starts; most recent victory came 7/18 at Mth (9f, STK) as a rallying closer
("chased, rallied 3w"), posting elite :34.40 closing quarter. The model rates this colt as ideally suited to the
MODERATE pace scenario and the second-most dangerous horse in this field.

Strengths:

• Genuine graded stakes multiple-time winner; competed successfully vs. elite field

• Consistent route performer — 2 wins at 9f+ distances; holds 94-95 Beyer profiles in recent stakes

• Chad Brown trainer: 22% graded stakes win rate, 23% route win rate (1.55 ROI) — proven route
specialist

• Blinkers on — equipment pattern suggests trainer confidence in focus

Concerns:

• Last three starts show inconsistency: 3rd (7/18), 7th (4/4 Aqu), 1st (12/13 MSW)

• Class variance evident — beaten 4.30 lengths in 4/4 graded stakes loss; needs a softer pace to
succeed

• Missing recent race action — last start 7/18, now 63+ days since racing

Trip Projection: Iron Honor will break well and settle into a 2–4 path position, 2–3 lengths off the pace
through the half-mile. As Further Ado and Igniter duel moderately, Iron Honor will track position and build
momentum into the far turn. He will launch a mid-stretch rally as pace-on-pace horses tire and position
himself as the primary closer, closing with a :34–35 quarter.

TIER 2 — SECONDARY CONTENDERS (★★★ )

Our Moneyman (Post 3)

PTW Profile: Talented route colt with recent graded stakes success and a pattern of consistent
second-place finishes in elite company. Won 3 of 9 career starts; most recent victory came 3/22 at FG (8.5f,
STK) in a decisive wire-to-wire effort. The model identifies him as a significant overlay at 8-1 odds given his
genuine class edge and pace-fit advantage.

Strengths:

• Multiple graded stakes placings (2nd at 7/11 Ind, 2nd at 6/7 CD) demonstrate elite-level form

• Won convincingly at 8.5f (3/22) and 6f (12/13), showing distance flexibility

• Trainer Calhoun: 24% route win rate (1.89 ROI) — excellent route specialist

• Excellent post position (3) for stalking strategy

Concerns:

• Never won at 9f (best is 8.5f); one 6f win in career creates distance uncertainty

• Tendency to fade in final furlong — 5th in 5/2 AOC race despite leading race; 2nd in 7/11 despite heavy
pressure
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• Layoff pattern: 43 days since last race (6/7)

Trip Projection: Our Moneyman will break alertly and establish a prominent second or third position, 1–2
lengths off Further Ado. He will press the pace down the backstretch, engaging Igniter in a second-tier duel.
Approaching the far turn, he will begin fading as his closing effort diminishes; by the stretch, he will be
caught by rallying closers. Final finish: mid-field.

Igniter (Post 4)

PTW Profile: Speed-focused colt with elite early-pace credentials but a concerning pattern of late-race
deterioration. Won 4 of 8 career starts; his wins cluster around 6–8f distances with a questionable 9f profile
(finished 6th in 12/6 at Aqu, 9f, STK). The model rates him as a significant risk in this 9f contest despite
legitimate early speed.

Strengths:

• Elite opening quarter times: :23.60 (8/9), :22.60 (3/14), :22.40 (5/16)

• Strong early position establishment — lead or 2nd by the opening quarter in nearly every start

• Dutrow trainer: 20% win rate off wins (1.62 ROI) — pattern trainer who builds on momentum

Concerns:

• VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Rating — deceleration analysis reveals 34.86% drop in final quarter
(3/14 Aqu) and 32.66% drop (12/6 Aqu), indicating severe pace collapse risk

• Route failures: 6th in 9f graded stakes (12/6); 3rd in 7f STK (6/28) where he "lagged ins, rally"

• Distance stretch concerns — career best is 8f; never won beyond 8f

• Heavy reliance on unchallenged lead — Saez jockey shows 0.00% PRX win rate

Trip Projection: Igniter will break sharply and challenge Further Ado for the early lead, establishing a 2–3
length advantage by the opening quarter. He will duel with Further Ado through the half-mile, but as the
moderate pace takes its toll and the track widens for rallying closers, his speed will deteriorate markedly. By
the far turn, Igniter will surrender the lead and fade into mid-field contention.

Talk to Me Jimmy (Post 5)

PTW Profile: Promising closer with elite late-pace credentials and emerging graded stakes credentials.
Won 3 of 7 career starts with recent pattern of strong finishes at 8–9f distances. His 7/13 win at FL (8.5f) is
particularly impressive — "drifted out late" with a :27.34 closing mile segment. Rare equipment note: blinkers
off pattern suggests trainer experimentation.

Strengths:

• Elite closing credentials: :27.34 closing mile (7/13), :32.89 closing quarter (8/23)

• Recent form: wins in last 5 starts represent improvement trajectory

• Route-specialized trainer Rodriguez: 13% route win rate but consistent money performer (1.53 ROI)

• Blinkers pattern suggests trainer adjustments for focus improvement
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Concerns:

• Limited experience vs. this class — highest competition level is current STK race

• Inconsistent form — winner at 7/13, 5th in 7/13 prior start at same distance

• 8/23 most recent race was on sloppy track ("sly" condition); firm surface is new challenge

• Young colt with developmental question marks at elite level

Trip Projection: Talk to Me Jimmy will settle 6–8 lengths off the pace, taking a moderate stalking position
through the half-mile. Approaching the far turn, as pace-on-pace horses falter, he will launch a powerful
closing rally and position himself for a late-running effort. His closing kick will carry him into the final four in
the stretch, but he will lack the punch to overcome the primary closers.

TIER 3 — PACE FACTORS / LONGSHOTS (★★ )

The Puma (Post 6) — Model rates at 12% win probability, creating massive underlay vs. 4-1 ML. Recent
form deterioration (3rd at 8/29 Sar, 4th at 7/18 Mth) and trainer Delgado's weak 8% graded stakes record
(1.40 ROI) make this horse significantly overbet. Blinkers on pattern signals trainer desperation.

Sassmaster (Post 9) — Recent form impressive (2 wins in last 3) but class ceiling is lower-level STK
competition. Pletcher trainer: 16% graded stakes win rate. Tight fit at 9f (career best 8.5f). Model projects
mid-field finish.

Freedom's Echo (Post 8) — NO RIDER ASSIGNED — critical vulnerability. Preciado trainer 24% win rate
but limited graded experience. Recent form fades: 3rd at 8/18 Prx (good track), 4th at 1/3 Aqu (STK). Trainer
stats: 0% graded stakes record across all runs.

Micanopy (Post 10) — Form shows 4 wins in 10 starts but recent class drops evident. Won STK race 8/18
but competition level deteriorates in subsequent races. Route win rate 17% under Simone trainer (1.47
ROI). Model rates at 1% — extremely thin value.

Ponder and Dream (Post 11) — Solid consistent performer with 3 wins in 10 starts. Recent form: won 8/18
at Prx (8.5f, STK) holding game under pressure. Reid trainer route record: 14% (1.35 ROI). Distance is
stretch (9f vs. career 8.32f max). Model rates at 1% — bottom tier.

SECTION 4: MPH ANALYSIS + SUSTAINED SPEED RATINGS

PTW Proprietary Speed Rankings

Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Zihnal STRONG ELITE
Low — maintains
velocity gate-to-wire
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Horse Opening Speed Sustained Speed Deceleration Profile

Further Ado ELITE VULNERABLE
High — pace collapse
risk

Iron Honor STRONG STRONG
Moderate — competitive
sustained effort

Our Moneyman STRONG STRONG
Moderate — solid route
capability

Igniter ELITE VULNERABLE
High — severe late-race
deterioration

Talk to Me Jimmy STRONG ELITE
Low — exceptional
closing profile

The Puma STRONG STRONG
Moderate — acceptable
route runner

Sassmaster STRONG STRONG
Moderate — consistent
effort

Micanopy STRONG ELITE Low — strong finisher

Ponder and Dream STRONG STRONG
Moderate — durable
performer

Freedom's Echo STRONG VULNERABLE
High — pace fade
evident

Critical MPH Insight

The model identifies Zihnal as the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer with an ELITE Sustained Speed
Rating — no horse in this field has matched this velocity profile combined with consistent closing power
across multiple 8.5–9f distances. Conversely, Further Ado and Igniter — the two speed horses expected to
control early pace — both carry VULNERABLE Sustained Speed Ratings. The model projects significant
pace collapse risk for both frontrunners: deceleration analysis reveals Further Ado's final-quarter velocity
drops 23.3% from opening pace, and Igniter's drops 32.66%, indicating severe vulnerability to mid-stretch
fatigue. This pace scenario collapse will create an exceptional opportunity for the elite ELITE closers (Zihnal,
Talk to Me Jimmy, Micanopy) to dominate the late running.

SECTION 5: IMPROVEMENT & REGRESSION CANDIDATES
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Likely to Improve

• Iron Honor — Trainer Chad Brown pattern: 24% win rate in 61-180 day window (1.57 ROI). Coming off
a 63+ day layoff, this horse typically improves dramatically in his second outing after rest. Class drop into
route race (vs. 9f graded stakes) will help, and blinkers-on pattern signals trainer confidence in tactical
setup.

• Zihnal — Thomas trainer 28% win rate off wins (2.64 ROI) indicates strong pattern of building on
recent success. Horse won 8/9 at Mnr and now gets ideal pace setup where he doesn't need to press
early. Trainer historically improves closer horses when they get premium positioning.

• Our Moneyman — Recent races show pattern of running in the money (2nd, 2nd, 3rd) in higher-class
company. Distance stretch from 8.5f to 9f represents minor adjustment, and trainer Calhoun 24% route
win rate suggests confidence in this distance. Moderate pace scenario (not suicidal) favors his stalking
style.

Bounce / Regression Risks

• Further Ado — Career-best effort came 4/4 at Kee (9f, STK) where he won by 20 lengths. This
represents an exceptional high-water mark that is extremely difficult to repeat. Back-to-back monster
efforts (3/28 and 4/4) followed by third-start layoff pattern signal regression risk. Deceleration analysis
confirms VULNERABLE profile at 9f.

• Igniter — Identical back-to-back effort pattern (8/9 win at ElP, 6/28 win at CD) followed by 12/6 graded
stakes failure (6th at 9f). Distance stretch beyond 8f optimal range creates regression. Two consecutive
third-start failures vs. elite company after victories suggest bounce risk.

• The Puma — Three consecutive starts (8/29, 7/18, 3/28) show declining form trajectory. Recent race
8/29 (3rd) came after a 4-week layoff, indicating potential baseline form slippage. Class hike to G1 Derby
from recent 8.5f STK company creates significant regression probability.

SECTION 6: SUGGESTED BETS

WIN BET: ZIHNAL — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 8-1 to 6-1

The model projects 19% win probability for Zihnal — highest in the field — at morning line 8-1 (implied
11.1%), creating a +7.9% overlay edge.

Model-Driven Selection Rationale:

1. Elite Sustained Speed Rating — MPH analysis reveals Zihnal maintains velocity gate-to-wire better than
any other horse in this field; closing quarters consistently in the 31–33 mph range across 8.5–9f distances

2. Ideal Pace Setup — MODERATE tempo projection (Further Ado, Igniter duel at :46■  half) leaves
maximum energy for closers in the final furlong; Zihnal's elite finishing profile exploits this scenario perfectly
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3. Graded Stakes Credentials — 8/9 Mnr win demonstrates ability to execute at elite level; 2nd in 7/11 STK
at Ind confirms consistency vs. this competition tier

4. Trainer Pattern — Jonathan Thomas: 28% win rate off wins (2.64 ROI); 23% route specialists (2.03 ROI);
historically improves closers when getting reasonable pace scenarios

Value Assessment: EXCEPTIONAL — 7.9% edge at projected 8-1 to 6-1 range

VALUE PLAY: IRON HONOR — Confidence 8/10 — Target odds: 5-1 to 4-1

The model projects 15% win probability at morning line 5-1 (implied 16.7%), yielding a -1.7% underlay at
current odds, but genuine value exists if odds shift to 5-1 or higher.

Overlay Rationale:

Iron Honor represents the secondary elite closer profile with proven graded stakes credentials that public
perception has underestimated due to recent layoff. Chad Brown's documented 24% 61-180 day win rate
(1.57 ROI) indicates this horse typically peaks in second outing off rest. The MODERATE pace scenario
creates optimal setup for his stalking-then-rallying profile. His 7/18 rally ("chased, rallied 3w") with :34.40
closing quarter demonstrates elite-level finishing kick.

Value Assessment: SLIGHT — potential 2-3% edge if odds move to 5-1 or higher

LONGSHOT PLAY: TALK TO ME JIMMY — Confidence 6/10 — Target odds: 12-1 or higher

The model projects 8% win probability at morning line 12-1 (implied 7.7%), creating a +0.3% edge —
marginal at current odds. Genuine value emerges only at 15-1+.

Longshot Thesis:

Talk to Me Jimmy holds elite closing credentials (:27.34 closing mile, :32.89 closing quarter) and recent
graded form improvement that represents genuine overlay territory only if odds extend to 15-1 or longer. His
7/13 win at 8.5f demonstrates closing power, and the MODERATE pace scenario leaves maximum stretch
running room. However, limited elite-level competition experience and sloppy-track bias from recent form
create legitimate concerns.

Value Assessment: GENUINE OVERLAY ONLY at 15-1+; not recommended at 12-1

Multi-Race Sequences: Pick 3 / Pick 4 / Pick 5 / Pick 6 — Top 3

A: ZIHNAL — 19% (highest model probability; elite closer profile)

B: IRON HONOR — 15% (secondary elite closer; proven graded performer)

C: OUR MONEYMAN — 14% (MODERATE pace setup ideal for stalking style)

Combined Projected Probability: 48%
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SECTION 7: CONFIDENCE RATING

★★★★  (4 of 5 stars)

Summary

The model's core projection is exceptionally high-confidence: the MODERATE pace scenario (Further Ado,
Igniter duel at controlled :46■  half) will create structural vulnerability for both speed horses, whose
deceleration profiles collapse significantly in the final furlong. This dynamic creates an elite opportunity for
closing horses — specifically Zihnal, whose ELITE Sustained Speed Rating and proven graded stakes
credentials make him the field's fastest gate-to-wire performer. The 7.9% overlay edge at 8-1 odds
represents exceptional value.

Secondary confidence focuses on the pace structure collapse: Further Ado's VULNERABLE profile (23.3%
deceleration) and Igniter's severe deterioration (32.66% drop) are mathematically certain to expose
weakness in the final furlong. Public betting heavily favors Further Ado at 2-1, creating a significant public
betting mistake — this horse's speed profile cannot sustain 9f grading at elite level. Iron Honor and Our
Moneyman benefit from this pace implosion, positioning as secondary selections.

Singular Risk Factor: Freedom's Echo's missing rider assignment creates uncertainty late — if a
high-quality jockey is assigned, recalculation required. Assume rider assignment at press time based on
available data.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1 | All projections represent model predictions based on proprietary
analysis

Past The Wire — Access. Not Advertising.

Report Generated by PTW-CHR Model 1

Methodology: Proprietary fractional analysis, MPH speed metrics, sustained speed profiling.

MPH figures in PTW-CHR Model 1 reports are proprietary index values derived from the model’s internal distance-weighting
methodology and are not expressions of real-world velocity. All horses are evaluated through the same calculation engine, making the
figures valid for comparative ranking and deceleration analysis within the model’s framework.

All projections represent model predictions based on historical performance data.

Methodology is proprietary and confidential. Reproduction of this analysis without authorization is prohibited.

Gambling is a significant risk investment. Only gamble with recreational money and money you can afford to risk and potentially lose. If
you possibly have a gambling problem, you should always seek professional help.
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